
 

Friday 13th September 2019 
 Dear Parents and Carers, 
A great full week back at school with lots happening. 
This week saw our new Reception children start school 
and our Y6 children off to the UK Sailing academy on the 
Isle of Wight where they return from today. 
 
Year 1 
The children in Year 1 have been very busy with their 
maths learning this week. With their learning partner 
they took turns to find numbers up to 10, 20 or 30 using 
number cards. They then used objects to count out the 
number on the card 
and compare which 
number was bigger or 
smaller. Additionally, 
Year 1 have been 
learning new 
mathematical 
language such as 
fewer, less and more. 
Well done Year 1!!  
 
Being prepared for school 
This week in my Y3 & 4 assembly we talked about what 
the children want to achieve this year and how to go 
about it. We also talked about being prepared for 
school; the children were encouraged that they, not 
their parents! They should make sure they have their PE 
Kits, bring in their yellow reading record, bring in a coat 
etc. Also they were encouraged to make sure they are 
reading every day. We 
discussed how this helps 
their reading skills, broaden 
their vocabulary, learn about 
new things, give them ideas 
for their writing, help 
develop their imagination, 
identify spelling patterns and 
grammar etc. It would be 
helpful to support them in 
this.  
 
Times Tables 
How many can you recite? Times tables are like the 
alphabet of maths! They are essential and once learnt 
can open many mathematical doors. 
 
All primary school-aged children are expected to know 
their times tables up to 12 x 12 by heart. In fact, they are 
expected to have mastered their times tables by the end 
of Year 4. 
 
What can you do to help your child in practicing their 
times tables? 

 Times tables chanting: “6, 12, 18, 24…”; 
 Times tables chanting in reverse order: “108, 99, 

90, 81…”; 
 Using times tables songs, like Schoolhouse 

Rock’s ‘3 is A Magic Number’; 
 Using apps, like the one by 

ks2timestables.co.uk,  Times Tables Rock Stars 
or Hit the Button  

 Using free online games, like those on Maths 
Frame;  

 Asking your child multiplication calculations out 
of order, like: “What is 4 x 7? What is 9 x 5? 
What is 6 x 11?”; 

 Using pasta pieces or pebbles to show groups of 
numbers representing times tables, e.g. four 
groups of three pasta shells to show 3 x 4 = 12; 

 
 Asking your child related short division 

questions, like “What is 12 divided by 4? What is 
55 divided by 11?”; 

 Asking your child word problems based on times 
tables, like: “If five friends have £3 each, how 
much money do they have in total?”; 

 Trying out active ways of learning times tables, 
like our times tables pavement chalk ideas: 

 
Once you know all of your times tables come and see 
Mrs. Whiskey in the lower playground on Thursday 
playtime to see if you can gain your times tables’ pencil. 

Mrs Sarah Whiskey – Maths Co ordinator 
 
Parents Evening 
Parents evening this term will take place on Monday 
14th October 4-7pm and Tuesday 15th October 4-6pm. 
Letters will go out on Monday inviting you to book an 
appointment from Tuesday 17th September. We look 
forward to seeing all parents as this is a good 
opportunity to discuss how your child has settled in so 
far and areas to target for the term.  
 
May Day Bank Holiday 2020 
The Government have recently announced that next 
year's May bank holiday has been moved from Monday 
4th May to Friday 8th May due to the 75th anniversary of 
VE Day.  Please check the updated school’s term time 
calendar and update your diaries as there will be no 
school on this day.  Thank you. 
 
Homework Club 
Homework Club this year will be based upon allocated 
places for targeted children and not a ‘sign up’ club. 
Unless you have received a letter/text informing you 
that your child has been allocated a place, please do not 
send your child to Homework Club. Homework club will 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aU4pyiB-kq0
http://ks2timestables.co.uk/
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://mathsframe.co.uk/
https://mathsframe.co.uk/


commence on Tuesday 17th September. Many thanks, 
Tina Peluso, Homework Co coordinator 
Choir performance on Sunday 15th September 
Our choir join forces with 20 other schools to form the 
Thames Festival Kids Choir 2019. 500 children will sing at 
'The Scoop' next to City Hall on the Thames. The public 
performance starts at 1pm and is free and unticketed. 
Performers meet at City Hall entrance at 10.15am. We 
look forward to seeing you there.  Jonathan Pix, Music 
Co coordinator 
 

A BIG WELCOME BACK TO ALL, the 
2019/2020 year is officially upon us! 
HURRAH!  
 
This is FoG’s first newsletter of the 

year, to the newbies that just joined us this is a weekly 
newsletter put out by our PTA volunteers. In it you’ll find 
news and info. on events going on at school; all put on 
by our PTA, which consist of all you out there, parents & 
carers who give a bit of their time and energy to make 
our school that much better. If you want to get involved 
keep reading… 
 
In This Week’s News - Week Ending Sept. 13th 
 
Class Representative, got one? – if your class hasn’t 
already make sure you get your class rep sorted! This is a 
great role that acts as a liaison between the teacher and 
the parents in your class. Nice way to get to know your 
teacher and the other parents. It’s a relatively 
straightforward role that consists mostly of getting 
messages to all parents in your class from the teacher 
and forwarding this newsletter around weekly.  
 
If you’re a rep and haven’t gotten a newsletter email 
from me please drop me a line to let me know. 
Reception & nursery - if you could sort a rep for each 
class and also drop me a line to let me know who that is, 
my email is briscoesarah@hotmail.com 
 
Want TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE… 
Get involved in FoG, our school PTA. We’ve got some 
critical roles opening and being an integral part of FoG 
gives you the ability to have major input into how FoG 
raises money; supporting and co-coordinating other 
volunteer parents with their fundraising activities; 
having a say and leading discussions on how we spend 
the money raised; meeting with the school management 
team to discuss what support they need for the benefit 
of all the children at Goodrich. And generally getting to 
know other parents, teachers and your community.  It’s 
a hugely positive way to make a massive difference to 
school life – plus with government budget cuts to school 
funding, an increasing crucial one. We currently have the 
following roles opening in FoG:   

1. Chair Or Co- chair 

2. Head of children’s events 

3. Social media coordinator - lovely role, perfect if 
you love social media or writing etc; like the 
newsletter it’s another important way to help 
keep parents in the loop on FoG events, what 
we spend the money on and how they can get 
involved; super flexible in that it can be done at 
any time from home/on your phone if you can’t 
attend FoG meetings; 

4. Help with business sponsorship – work with our 
lovely Lucy to help secure additional businesses 
to sponsor our school events; in particular help 
to arrange  in-kind donations for the winter fair, 
and help getting in new sponsors in for the fun 
run etc.  

5. Treasure Hunt organiser – we do various take 
home treasure hunts throughout the year to 
keep the kiddos busy during school breaks, if 
this is something you’d like to be charged with 
do let us know. A fun role for any creative out 
there !  

Drop us a line on friendsofgoodrich@gmail.com if you’re 
interested in any of these roles, we’d be happy to chat 
through them with you!  
 
We know that Girls (and boys) Just Wanna Have Fun, so 
put Friday 11th October in your diaries as a date not to 
be missed.  Come on Down to Goodrich where we’ll be 
cutting Footloose and taking you back to the 80s for the 
night. Think games shows, music, dodgy hair and air 
guitars, with prizes for the best outfits.  We’re going to 
Raise the Roof and Have Some Fun with DJ Mandy 
providing the ultimate 80s disco! 8pm till late, tickets on 
sale soon, watch this space… 
 
The Goodrich to Goodrich Cycle Challenge 2020 
Do you like riding your bike? Want to help raise money 
for the school? Then this event is for you. The Goodrich 
to Goodrich (G2G) is a 350km ride, taking place over two 
days between Goodrich Castle and Goodrich school. In 
June this year 14 parents took part in the first ever G2G, 
raising over £9,000 for the school. They even made a 
film about it!  Watch it here: www.tiny.cc/G2G 
The G2G2020 will also take place in June. More details 
will be announced in October, but in the meantime you 
can register your interest now by 
emailing cyclistsofgoodrich@gmail.com.  
 
Dates for the diary 
80’s Night at Goodrich – Friday Oct. 11th  
 

friendsofgoodrich@gmail.com  
www.friendsofgoodrich.com  
Get social and follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 

 GoodrichFoG  

  Goodrich FOG  
 

Have a great weekend! 
Cathy Devlin  

Deputy Headteacher for Teaching & Learning 
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