
Friday 9th January 2015 

 
Welcome back! 
 
It was great to see all the children back after the 
holiday. They have settled down to work with a 
really good attitude this term and have been 
making progress, especially in mathematics.  
This year we are going to have a big focus on 
Reading across the school. We would be grateful 
if any parents or carers felt able to help hear 
children read during the week in the school. We 
are going to offer some training to parent 
volunteers and if you are interested could you 
speak to either: Michelle Hayes, our English co-
ordinator, or Anna Olds, our SENCO, or Liz 
Stuart our phonics learning support. They can 
give you more information. We need at least 10 
parents if possible. Thank you. 
 
Arethusa 
 
Next week the majority of year 3 is going for a 
week’s residential educational journey to 
Arethusa adventure centre, based on the River 
Medway. For many children this is their first 
experience of being away from home and it is 
very exciting if a bit scary. The centre has been 
running for many years and it offers an excellent 
range of activities such as archery and rock 
climbing. 
Tim Barnes, Jane McCarthy, Fiona 
Hollingsworth, Hazel Morton, Esme Ford and 
Jack Ford are the school staff leading the trip. 
Suzanne Sirrett (class 9) will be covering class 23 
for this week. 
The children who can’t go have an alternative 
week of exciting activities planned for them here 
with Mazu Ismail. 
This will include a visit to a museum and some 
interesting Batik Art work back at school. 
We hope everyone will have a good time and learn 
lots of new things. 
Photos from last year are shown to the right.  
 
Athletics trial years 5 & 6 
 
There will be an athletics trial on 9th January to 
see who is going to represent the school at the 
Borough Athletics at Kingsdale School on 15th 
January. Mr Dennis will be sending a separate 
letter to children who wish to enter the school 
trial. 
 
Parent Evenings 
 
Parents will be invited to come and see their 
child’s work and to discuss their child’s progress 
with their class teacher on either Monday 9th 
February or Tuesday 10th February after school. 

 
 

 
 



SEN coffee morning 
 
On Thursday, 15th January, we will be hosting a 
SEN coffee morning at Goodrich Primary School 
at 9am in the Lower Hall. We will be discussing 
the new changes to the Code of Practice affecting 
all children with special educational needs. You 
will have the opportunity to ask questions, meet 
other parents of children with SEN as well as 
enjoying a cup of tea and some biscuits. After a 
short break we will be moving on to talk about 
conversions from current statements to 
Education, Health and Care Plans. If your child 
currently has a statement of educational needs, 
this part of the meeting will be particularly 
relevant to you and we urge you to come along. 
Please also take a look at our school website to 
find our local offer which outlines what we offer 
for children with SEN here at Goodrich. 
We hope to see you next week. All welcome. 
 
Friends of Goodrich News  
 
Mulled Wine and Brass Band - last term  
Thank you to everyone that came to the Mulled 
Wine and Brass Band event last term. The event 
raised £359.04, which is the most this event has 
raised in recent years.  Thanks to Julia Gale & to 
Ric Ashton (Dad to Etty in class 4, year 1) for 
organising the event and for playing such lovely 
Carols. Thank you also to everyone that donated 
cakes and helped on the day.  
 
Friends of Goodrich Committee Meeting  
Please do join us at the Clockhouse Pub (in the 
snug on the ground floor) at 8pm on 14th 
January. We'll be discussing upcoming events 
such as the Quiz night and Fun Run. Please do 
come along if you can.  
 
Booking your holiday? Support Friends of 
Goodrich at the same time... 
Donate money to Friends of Goodrich without 
leaving your home! Just sign up to 
easyfundraising.org.uk and over 2000 retailers 
will donate money every time you shop with 
them. Don't forget to use it when you book your 
holidays this year too! Thank you.  
Don't forget to like us on Facebook and follow us 
on Twitter!  
 
W: http://www.friendsofgoodrich.com/ 
F: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Goodrich-
FOG/148567115177301 
T:  https://twitter.com/GoodrichFoG 
 
School website 
 
The coming week is an excellent time for parents 
of children in Year 3 to have a look at the 
school's Twitter account 
www.twitter.com/goodrich_school  
Again this year we will be tweeting updates and 
photos live from the school journey to Arethusa. 

You don't have to sign up to read the school's 
tweets. 
Remember that you can also read this newsletter 
on the schools website www.goodrich.org.uk 
 
Punctuality-A polite reminder 
 
As we settle into the new term, we would like to 
please remind parents of the importance of 
ensuring that children arrive at school on time.  
The school day commences as follows: 
1. Children must be at school and in their 
class lines in the playground by 8:55am. 
2. At 8:55am, the school bell will ring and 
class teachers will lead their lines into the 
classroom. 
3. The class register will be taken and sent 
to the school office by 9:00am. Any child arriving 
after the register has been taken will be marked 
as late. 
4. The school gates, front and rear, will be 
closed at 9:00am sharp. Parents dropping 
children off are asked to vacate the school 
premises before the gates close. 
5. After 9:00am, access into the school will 
be via the small, electronic gate on Dunstans 
Road. Learning Mentors will be positioned at this 
gate to monitor and record lateness. Late pupils 
will be issued with a late slip which will then be 
given to the class teacher. This is to ensure that 
all pupils are accounted for at the beginning of 
the day. 
Children who are repeatedly late for school are 
missing the beginning of lessons and this 
seriously impacts on their learning and 
ultimately their academic achievement levels.             
Furthermore, children who arrive late disrupt the 
lessons for other pupils. 
We respectfully ask that parents give us their full 
support in this matter.                                                  
By working together, we can set high standards 
for our children, which enable them to see the 
value we all place on their education and well-
being. 
Thank you. 
Vanessa Mincher 
Lead Learning Mentor 
 
Pieta String Quartet 
This string quartet, which has visited us before 
under the Cantina name, is to perform to years 4 
& 5 on Tuesday 20th January in the Lower Hall. 
 
Football victories. 
Last night, the two school teams played beating 
Friars 6-1 and Cathedral 8-2. Well done! 
Dates for your diary 
-Half term starts at 3.30p.m.Friday 13th 
February. Children return on Monday 23rd 
February. 
-Easter starts at 2.30p.m. Friday 27th March. 
Children return on Tuesday 14th April (Monday 
13th April is a staff Inset Day). 
-Sports Day 14th July 

https://twitter.com/GoodrichFoG

