
Reception Key Texts  

Autumn  One 

 

Charlie's little sister Lola is nearly 
big enough to go to school - but 
Lola is not so sure. She thinks it 
probably would be useful to read 
and write and count, but she 
doesn't really have time for 
school - she's much too busy 
doing extremely important things 
at home. 

 

  

From first day nerves to finding 
your peg, this reassuring read is 
full of humour and fun for 
children and parents alike. A 
classic picture book which offers 
advice and enjoyment for the 
whole family. 

 

  

 

Every Sunday, Jay Jay and his 
family, uncles and aunties, 
cousins and friends all come for 
Sunday dinner at Grannie's. And 
what a feast they have! There's 
plenty, plenty for everybody, and 
plenty of love to go around too! 

 

  

This is a lively picture book 
retelling of the popular fairy tale. 
Goldilocks was told, "Don't go 
into the forest. It's full of big scary 
bears." But Goldilocks went into 
the forest anyway…



 

 

 

Little Red Riding Hood loves to 
visit her Granny's cottage in the 
forest. Her mother warns her to 
go straight to Granny's, but when 
she meets a handsome grey 
wolf, she doesn't see the harm in 
stopping for a chat. 

 

Autumn Two 

  

 

A gentle tale of three baby owls 
reassures young children that 
Mummy will always come home. 
Three baby owls, Sarah, Percy 
and Bill, wake up one night in 
their hole in a tree to find that 
their mother has gone. 

  

 

We're going on a bear hunt. 
We're going to catch a big one. 
Will you come too? For a quarter 
of a century, readers have been 
swishy-swashying and splash-
sploshing through this award-
winning favourite. 

  

This is a lovely book for children 
about the celebrations of 
Hanukkah and Christmas.  
The illustrations really are very 
beautiful. 

 



Spring One 

  

Every night Blue Kangaroo falls 
fast asleep, cuddled in Lily's 
arms. But as new toy animals 
start arriving, Blue Kangaroo 
worries that there just isn't 
enough room for him anymore. 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
Eddy has lost Freddy, his teddy, 
in the wood, so he goes to look 
for him. But the wood is dark and 
horrible and soon Eddy gets 
scared. 

 

  

 
A collection of texts celebrating 
Chinese New Year.

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spring Two 

’  

This is a very exciting book for 
reading out loud to toddlers, and 
also a brilliant book for getting 3-
5 year olds interested in reading, 
because of all the clever games it 
plays with the typography. 

 

  

 

A little boy sets off on a round-
the-world night train to 
dreamland with only his toy dog 
for company. But soon all sorts of 
endangered animals are asking if 
they can jump up and join them 
on their journey. 

 

  

The moon and back before 
bathtime? Whatever next! Join 
Baby Bear as he finds a rocket, 
makes friends with an owl and 
has a picnic on the moon! A 
beautiful story of innocence and 
imagination, full of Jill Murphy’s 
characteristic warmth and 
humour. 

 

 

 

 



Summer One 

  

From the award-winning creators 
of Percy the Park Keeper and 
Kipper comes a new edition of a 
picture book classic - perfect for 
children finding out about nature 
and how things grow.  

  

 

When the tiny seed is blown 
away from its parent plant, it 
travels a very long way - 
overseas, deserts and 
mountains. The tiny seed 
survives the hazards of the 
journey and finally falls onto 
fertile earth. It grows and grows, 
becoming the tallest, biggest 
flower for miles around. 

 

  

 

A much-loved classic, The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar has won over 
millions of readers with its vivid 
and colourful collage illustrations 
and it’s deceptively simply, 
hopeful story.  

 

  

In Eric Carle's humorous story 
about a bad-tempered ladybird, 
the concepts of time and size are 
explored through ingenious die 
cuts and glorious colour.

 



Summer Two 

’  

The  Rainbow Fish is still a 
favourite with children. Its 
stunning illustrations complement 
the simple story of a vain fish 
with no friends who finds that 
sharing his silver scales leads to 
happiness. 

 

  

A simple, elegant imaginary tale. 

 

  

Wonderfully illustrated and with a 
silly story that will keep children 
entertained. 

 

  

 

Julia Donaldson is a master 
storyteller for young children, 
would highly recommend all of 
her books. This one tells a lovely 
tale of a snail with a thirst for 
adventure; the illustrations match 
the gentle rhymes beautifully. 

 

 

 



Year 1 Key Texts 

 

Autumn One 

 

  

With an action outfit for every 
occasion, Traction Man patrols 
the house. Whether he is saving 
toys (in latex space suit and 
Perspex helmet, teamed with 
Rocket Boots); searching the 
sink for the lost wreck of the 
sieve (in sub-aqua suit, 
fluorescent flippers and infra-red 
mask) or rescuing damsels in 
distress! 

 

 

One tiny snail longs to see the 
world and hitches a lift on the tail 
of a whale. Together they go on 
an amazing journey, past 
icebergs and volcanoes, sharks 
and penguins, and the little snail 
feels so small in the vastness of 
the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Autumn Two 

 

 

Wonderful artwork - with great 
expressions from the arachnid 
protagonist. The silhouettes are 
compelling, though simple. 
Anansi the trickster brought to life 
for a new generation. 

 

  
The Sound Collector –  
Roger McGough 

A stranger called this morning, 
Dressed all in black and grey, 
Put every sound into a bag, 
And carried them away, 
The whistling of the kettle, 
The turning of the lock, 
The purring of the kitten, 
The ticking of the clock… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spring One

 

 

Hansel and Gretel is perhaps the 
darkest and greatest of the 
fairytales from the Brothers 
Grimm. This book brings the 
classic childhood tale to a new 
generation courtesy of one of the 
world’s greatest picture book 
artists, Hans Christian Andersen 
award-winner Anthony Browne. 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you know about ducks? 
I bet you know that they quack ... 
a lot! Well, discover much more 
in this book that's all about, well, 
just ducks! 

 

 

 

Beegu is not supposed to be on 
Earth. She is lost. She is a 
friendly little creature, but the 
Earth People don't seem very 
welcoming at all. However, so far 
she has only met the BIG ones. 
The little ones are a different 
matter . . . 

 

 

 



Spring Two 

 

 

A hairy mammoth takes a cheeky 
little baby on a thrilling ride 
through a moonlit landscape 
populated by a sabre-toothed 
tiger, a leaping hare, a laughing 
hyena and even, just maybe, by 
a big brown bear . . . But where 
are they going? 

 

 

The every-day story of an 
ordinary man? Well, sort of. Bob 
is the Man on the Moon, and he 
has a very special job, looking 
after the moon, cleaning it up, 
showing visitors around and 
selling souvenirs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer One 

 

 

Georgie has got a new bed, but 
it's not like other beds. For each 
night, Georgie says the magic 
word and it whisks him away on 
a fantastic adventure. 

 

 

London - the perfect place for a 
girl and her mother to spend the 
day! Follow them as they board 
the classic red bus and begin a 
whirlwind tour of some of 
London's most iconic landmarks. 

 

Summer Two 

 

 

This is a lively picture book 
retelling of the popular fairy tale. 
Goldilocks was told, "Don't go 
into the forest. It's full of big scary 
bears." But Goldilocks went into 
the forest anyway… 

 

 

 

Traverse the high seas with a 
lively band of buccaneers as they 
enjoy a melodic adventure 
aboard their galleon.



Year 2 Key Texts 

Autumn One 

 

There once was a boy… and one 
day a penguin arrives on his 
doorstep. The boy decides the 
penguin must be lost and tries to 
return him. But no one seems to 
be missing a penguin. 

 

 

The ghastly Mr Skumskins 
O'Parsley's favourite dishes 
include wormcast butties, 
squashed tadpoles on toast and 
bogey burgers. 

 

 

An engaging first look at one of 
the most important and influential 
people in history. 

 

 

 

Yeti lives alone in a wintery 
landscape. Well, maybe not quite 
alone, but no one is brave 
enough to go near big, scary 
Yeti.

 



Autumn Two 

 

 

A collection of poems celebrating 
light in its various forms, from 
candles and lamps to lightning 
and fireflies. 

 

This hilarious retelling of the 
classic Russian tale about a 
farmer whose turnip is impossible 
to pull from the ground uses 
simple vocabulary and is ideal for 
reading aloud.

 

 

There once was a large country 
that was ruled by a General. The 
General would take his army and 
attack all the countries around 
him until they were conquered. 

 

 

 

Tom wishes winter would never 
end. He hardly notices that 
spring doesn't come - until he 
realises the terrible effect 
unending winter is having on the 
countryside and his sick 
grandma. 



Spring One 

 

 ’  

 

'A Squash and a Squeeze' is a 
rhyming fable that tells of a little 
old lady who thinks her home is 
too small.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

A variety of non-chronological, 
non-fiction texts for finding out all 
about wolves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spring Two 

 

  

 

You Can’t Catch Me and You 
Can’t Put Mustard in the Custard 
were groundbreaking collections 
of poems for children.  They are 
combined here for the first time.

 

 

’ 

 

 

 

Where the willow tree meets the 
water, a tadpole met a caterpillar. 

They gazed into each other's tiny 
eyes...and fell in love. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once upon a time there was an 
enchanting fairytale about a 
prince who was looking for a real 
princess to be his bride.  

 



 

 

 

Summer One 

 

  

Step into the twilight and 
encounter a world of night-loving 
creatures. The secretive lives of 
nocturnal animals are explored in 
detail through one hundred facts, 
fantastic images and fun 
cartoons. 

 

 

  

 

Mr Gum is a truly nasty old man. 
He's a complete horror who 
hates children, animals, fun, and 
corn on the cob. This book's all 
about him. And an angry fairy 
who lives in his bathtub.

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Two 

 

  

This book combines good quality 
artwork with simple, well-written 
text. Young readers will discover 
how the fire started, what 
devastation it caused and will be 
able to compare fire-fighting in 
1666 to the present day. 

 

   

 

A re-telling of the classic 
children's story by the author and 
illustrator of the best-selling 
Snowman. Jim finds a beanstalk 
growing outside his window one 
morning, and follows his famous 
predecessor up to the top.

  

 

 

 

 

Burglar Bill is an entertaining 
picture book by the iconic British 
husband and wife picture book 
team Janet and Allan Ahlberg, 
creators of Peepo!  


