
Year 1 
 
By the end of Year 1, children should: 
 

Word Reading Recognise and blend all 44 phonemes (including 
digraphs and trigraphs and their alternative spellings) in 
simple 1 and 2 syllable words and non-words, e.g. blurb 
and rucksack. 
Read common exception words 
Read words with contractions (e.g. I’m) and understand 
that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter 

Comprehension Recall the key events from a story and sequence and 
retell them in the correct order. 
Discuss how a character is feeling, e.g. sad, because she 
is crying. 
Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and 
done, and predict what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read so far. 
Explain clearly their understanding of what they have 
read and of what is being read to them 
Learn and perform some poems by heart. 

Spoken Language Asks simple questions using who, what, where, why? 
Uses simple vocabulary relevant to task/topic, e.g. push, 
pull. 
Uses simple adjectives, e.g. colours, size. 
Uses because to justify simple reasons. Knows why 
simple things happen, e.g. Why do we clean our teeth? 
Can maintain attention and stay on-task for short periods 
(5+ minutes). 
Makes appropriate responses to simple questions. 
Can use simple language of hypothesis, e.g. I wonder if…  
Can engage in imaginative play. 
Can speak politely and clearly to friends, teacher and 
other well-known adults. Can talk about familiar things in 
front of the class, e.g. what I did at the weekend, or a 
known poem. 
Knows simple ways to gain teacher’s and friends’ 
attention, e.g. excuse me… 
Knows that others interests may not be the same as their 
own. 
Read and retell from memory some simple poems, e.g. 
nursery rhymes.  Retell some known stories by heart, e.g. 
fairytales. 

Spelling Spell 1 and 2 syllable words in a phonically plausible way 
using all 44 phonemes and graphemes. 
Phase 5 letters and sounds. 

Handwriting & Presentation Hold a pencil correctly. 
Begin to use joined up handwriting to write all lower-case 
letters of the alphabet using anticlockwise motions so that 
it can be read clearly. 
Leave appropriate spaces between words. 
Form digits 0-9 

Composition Say and use simple sentences to write about events, 
stories or topics (e.g. instructions, narratives, recounts) 



Say out loud sentences before writing 
Write for a purpose across the curriculum 

Vocabulary Pupils choose appropriate vocabulary to convey ideas 
and meaning. 
Use a simple adjective to expand nouns, e.g. red fox or 
big bang. 
Terminolgy: letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural 
sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, 
exclamation mark 

Grammar Write a simple sentence. 
Join simple sentences using and, but and so. 
Sequence simple sentences to form short narratives. 
Create plurals adding s and es to regular nouns 
Add suffixes to verbs e.g. ing, ed , er 
Understand how the prefix un changes the meaning of 
verbs and adjectives 

Punctuation Separation of words with spaces. 
Correctly demarcates a sentence using a full stop, 
exclamation or question mark. 
Begin a sentence and a name with a capital letter. 

Text-Types & Genres 
Example Texts 

Autumn One 

1a 1NF1Recount /Transition unit from EYFS(10 days) 
Naughty Bus (AL) 
1b 1N1 Stories with familiar settings (15 days) Traction 
Man (G) 
1c 1NF2 Labels, lists and Captions (10 days) The Snail 
and the Whale (G) 
Autumn Two 

2a 1N2 Stories from other cultures (15 days) Anansi 
stories 
2b 1P1 Using the senses (5 days) The sound collector 
2c 1P2 Rhyming poems linked to phonics (5 days) The 
Giant 
2d 1Christmas (writing for a meaning 5 days)  
Spring One 

3a 1N3 Traditional and Fairy Tales (10 days) Hansel and 
Gretel (Anthony Browne) and other versions 
3b 1NF3 Information Texts (10 days) Just Ducks 
3c 1P3 Poems on a theme (10 days) Beegu and Monster 
Poems (linked to phonics check nonsense words) 
Spring Two 

4a 1N4 The power of punctuation (10 days) Cave Baby 
adapt AL planning esp speech marks 
4b 1NF4 Instructions (15 days) How to make toys in the 
past / Lost in the toy museum –trip to Museum of 
childhood (inc. Alphabetical order) 
4c 1N5 Narrative with phonics focus (5 days) Bob man on 
the moon (split diagraph and adjacent consonant focus) 
Summer One 

5a 1N6 Stories About Fantasy Worlds (15 days) Magic 
Bed 
5b 1NF5 Recount/Information writing -Trip to Royal 
London - A walk in London Salvatore Rubbina (5 days) 
5c 1NF6 Information text (10 days) Brian Wildsmith 



Collective noun Dictionaries & Non-fiction texts  
Summer Two 
6a 1N7Traditional and Fairy Tales (15 days) Goldilocks 
6b 1Assessment week, blending & segmenting (music 
room 5 days)  
6c 1NF7 Recount & Instructions, Pizza express trip (5 
days) 
6d P4- Poetry and Drama- Portside Pirates (5 days) 
6e Transition Unit: Conjunctions(5 days) Lost and Found 

 
  



Year 2 
 
By the end of Year 2, children should: 
 

Word Reading Use knowledge of 44+ phonemes and their alternative 
spelling and pronunciations to read words with 2+ 
syllables. 
Read words containing alternative spellings of known 
phonemes. 
Learn how to read suffixes by building on root words 
Build up fluency by rereading known books 

Comprehension Retell known texts (fiction/non-fiction/poetry) 
Learn and perform some more poems by heart 
Decifer meaning of words from context 
Infer a character’s feelings or purpose for writing in non-
fiction 
Recognise story elements, such as settings, dialogue, 
structure 

Spelling Phase 6 letters and sounds. 
Spell polysyllabic words phonetically. 
Spell nouns with suffixes –ness and –er. 
Spell adjectives with suffixes such as –ful, –less 
Add suffixes –er and –est to adjectives. 
Spell adverbs with suffix –ly. 

Spoken Language Asks simple questions relevant to task using why, how, 
could, do?  
Uses some topic-specific vocabulary linked to areas of 
learning, e.g. firehook. Uses simple adverbs and 
adjectives, e.g. shape (round), texture (sharp), speed 
(quickly). 
Uses because, to justify simple reasons and own 
opinions.  Can explain simple processes using so that, 
e.g. a growing seed 
Can maintain attention and stay on-task for short 
periods (10+ minutes).  Makes appropriate responses to 
questions. 
Can use simple language of hypothesis, e.g. Why 
does…?  Can engage in imaginative play and take on 
simple roles, e.g. the big bad wolf. 
Can speak politely and clearly to children in the class 
and teachers and other well-known adults.  Can present 
simple ideas in front of class (e.g. what I found out 
about how we travel to school). 
Asks simple questions that demonstrate understanding 
of the interests of listeners, e.g. do you like fairytales? 
Asks questions about something unfamiliar, e.g. during 
PSHE. 
Read and retell from memory an increasing range of 
poetry and stories.  Use some intonation, e.g. I’ll huff 
and I’ll puff… 

Handwriting & Presentation Form lower-case letters correctly. 
Join letters consistently throughout writing. 
Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, 
orientation and relationship to one another and lower 



case letters. 
Composition Writing is purposeful across the curriculum and conveys 

meaning in a lively and engaging way. 
Build writing stamina by planning and writing at length 
(e.g. non-chronological reports, explanations, poems, 
more developed narratives & recounts) 
Apply knowledge of story elements, e.g. settings, 
structure 
Consider what they are going to write about by planning. 
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their 
own writing 
Read aloud what they have written with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear. 

Vocabulary Use 2 adjectives in a list to describe a noun (the quick, 
brown fox) 
Describe a verb with a simple adverb for manner, e.g. 
quickly, suddenly. 
Word Classes: verbs, simple adverbs, adjectives and 
nouns 
Terminology: noun, noun phrase, statement, question,, 
exclamation, command, compound, suffix, adjective,, 
adverb, verb, tense (past, present), apostrophe, comma 

Grammar Subordinate and coordinate using, when, if, that, 
because, or ,and ,but. 
Identify and use simple questions, commands, 
statements and exclamations. 
Grammatical agreement of subject and verb, e.g. 
singular and plural forms agree. 
Correct choice and consistent use of past and present 
tense. 
Use of progressive form of verbs in the present and past 
tense (e.g. she is drumming, he was shouting) 
Use suffixes in the formation of nouns (e.g. ness) and 
by compounding ( e.g. superman). 
Use suffixes in the formation of adjectives (e.g. –ful,  
-less) and the transformation of adjectives into adverbs 
(e.g. ly) 
 

Punctuation Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks to demarcate sentences 
Use commas in lists. 
Write questions using question marks, commands using 
exclamation marks and statements using full stops. 
Use apostrophes for singular possession and simple 
contractions. 
 

Text-Types & Genres 
Example Texts 

Autumn One 

1a 2N1 Transition Unit- Stories with familiar settings (10 
days) Lost and Found 
1b 2NF1 Instructions (10 days) Rascally Cake  
1d 2NF2 Information Texts Non-chronological report (5 
days) Trip to Florence Nightingale museum c.f. Mary 
Seacole. 
1d 2N2 Higher phonics (phase 6 Letters and sounds 



Prefixes and suffixes 10 days) Yeti and the bird 
Autumn Two 
2a 2P1 Patterns on the Page (5 days) Flicker Flash 
2b 2N3 Traditional tales (10 days) The gigantic turnip 
and other classic tales 
2c 2NF3 Recount Trip to Horniman museum (5 days) 
2d 2N4 The power of punctuation esp. speech marks 
The Conquerors (5 days)  
2c 2N5 Christmas (writing for a meaning 5 days) A 
winter’s child 
Spring One 

3a 2N6 Different Stories by the Same Author (15 days) 
Julia Donaldson  
3b 2NF4 Non-Chronological Texts (15 days) Wolves 
Spring Two 

4a 2P2 Silly Stuff (10 days) Mustard,Custard Grumble 
belly and Gravy. 
4b 2NF5 Explanations (10 days) Tadpole’s promise  
4c 2N7 Traditional Tales (10 days) The Pea and the 
Princess (Mini Grey c.f. Lauren Child) 
Summer One 

5a 2NF6 Non-chronological report Information Texts 
Nocturnal Animals (10 days) inc. Zoo trip 
5b 2N8 Extended Stories and Significant authors-
Character description (10 days) You’re a bad man Mr 
Gum and The Twits 
5c 2P2 Really looking around us- Poetry & Learning by 
heart (5 days) The Aliens have invaded the playground 
5d 2Assessment week inc. SATs (5 days) 
Summer Two 

6a 2NF7 Information and Explanations (15 days) Great 
Fire of London inc. Dictionary work & trip to Monument 
6b 2N8 Recount Past and present tense: Sports Day (5 
days) 
6c 2N9 Twisted Traditional Tales Jim and the Beanstalk 
(10 days) 
6d 2Transition Unit Word classes (5 days) Burglar Bill 

 


