
Year 3 
 
By the end of Year 3, children should: 
 

Word Reading Know and apply all 44+ phonemes in reading 
Read a wider range of polysyllabic words with increasing fluency 
Apply knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 
Read aloud and understand meaning of new words they meet. 
To read, understand and learn the words from the Year ¾ word list. 

Comprehension Read, listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, 
non-fiction and information books. 
Use the first 3 letters of a word to check meaning in a dictionary. 
Identify themes and conventions in books 
Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination 
Recognise different forms of poetry, e.g. verse, narrative 
Identify and summarise main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph 
Justify inferences and predictions with evidence from the text 
Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to 
meaning 
Retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

Spoken Language Asks more complex questions linked to topic, using which, will, 
are? 
Uses mainly vocabulary relevant to subjects, topics and tasks with 
greater independence.  Has a growing vocabulary of verbs, 
adverbs and adjectives. 
Can understand and explain feelings of self and others using 
because, so, in order to.  Can explain more complex process, e.g. 
How does a tadpole change? 
Can maintain attention and stay on-task for longer periods (15+ 
minutes).  Makes appropriate responses to questions.  Can sustain 
a short conversation staying on-topic. 
Can use some language of hypothesis and prediction, e.g. If I flick 
the switch, will the light turn on?  Can engage in imaginative play 
and take on roles in a given scenario, e.g. a famous magician in a 
story. 
Can speak politely, clearly and audibly to peers and familiar adults.  
Can present ideas in front of peers (e.g. what we learnt in maths) or 
answer questions from peers about a familiar topic. 
Asks more open-ended questions that demonstrate understanding 
of listeners, e.g. what type of books do you like best? 
Considers the interests of others when talking in pairs or small 
groups. 
Prepare poems, plays and stories to read aloud and perform, 
showing understanding by varying voice and action. 

Spelling Review of Year 1 and 2 Spelling (Up to Phase 6) 
Prefixes - un, dis, mis, auto, re, sub,  il, re, im, ir 
Suffixes - ful, ly/le/ic/ally, ed 
I sound spelt as y – myth, gym, pyramid, mystery  
ei, eigh, ey – eight, neigh, obey 
ou sound – young, trouble 
sure/ture – treasure, pleasure, adventure 
An introduction to homophones – of/off, two/to/too 



Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that 
include words and phrases taught so far 

Handwriting & Presentation Continue to use diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to 
join letters and understand letters that are best left unjoined. 
Increase legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting 

Composition Plan their writing by discussing and recording ideas, and by 
discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write 
Draft and write by 
Composing and rehearsing sentence orally building on a rich and 
varied vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 
Organise writing into sections and then paragraphs around a theme 
Create settings, characters and plots 
Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and 
suggesting improvements 
Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve 
consistency 
Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation 
Proof read for spelling and punctuation 
Read aloud their own writing to a group or whole class. 

Vocabulary Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion. 
Use and apply a range of prefixes to form nouns (e.g. super- anti- 
auto-) and word families based on common words ( e.g. solve, 
solution,solver,dissolve). 
Use the correct article a or an 
Use conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 
Clauses and subordinate clauses 
Consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter 
Word Classes: Identify verbs, adverbs, nouns, adjectives, 
prepositions and conjunctions 
Terminology: preposition conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, 
subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant letter 
vowel, vowel letter, inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’) 

Grammar Present perfect instead of the simple past: he has gone out 
Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions e.g. when, 
before ,after, while, so and because , adverbs e.g. then,next,soon, 
therefore or prepositions e.g. before, after, during in, and because 
of  
Add clarity and detail to sentences by adding adverbial and 
prepositional phrases after verbs 

Punctuation Inverted commas to punctuate direct speech 
Text-Types & Genres 
Example Texts 

Autumn One 

1a Transition units Word classes Burglar Bill (5 days) 
1b - Y3N1 Myths, Legends, Fables, Traditional Tales (15 days) 
Greek Myths Marcia Willliams and Emma Chichester Clark 
1c - Y3NF1 Reports (15 days) Dinosaurology Emily Hawkins 
Autumn Two 
2a - Y3N2 Authors and Letters (15 days) The Sheep Pig Dick King 
Smith 
2b - Y3P1 Shape poems and Calligrams (5 days) Cars, Stars, 
Electric Guitars James Carter 
2c Y3N3 Film Literacy Robot from Outer Space (10 days) 
 
Spring One 

3a - Y3N4 Stories with familiar settings (15 days) Flotsam David 



Wiesner, Seashore video,  
3b - Y3NF3 Instructions (10 days) Throw your Tooth on the Roof 
Selby B Beeler and Toy Story 2 
3c- Y3P2 Poems to Perform (5 days) The Magic Box Kit Wright 
Spring Two 

4a-Y3P3 Poems to Perform (5 days) The Magic Box Kit Wright 
4b – Y3NF4 Information Texts (15 days) The Pebble in my Pocket 
Meredith Hooper and Mary Anning or Fossil Girl Biography Science 
link 
4c - Y3N5 Adventure and Mystery (10 days) The Tunnel Anthony 
Browne 
Summer One 

5a-Y3N6 Plays (10 days) The Twits (play script) 
5b - Y3P3 Language Play –word class focus (10 days) Micheal 
Rosen’s A to Z 
5c- Y3N7 Dialogue (10 days) The Pied Piper Micheal Morpurgo 
Summer Two 
6a - Y3NF4 Explanations Grow your own monsters Nicola Davies 
and other plant cycle texts (15 days) 
6b- 3 Assessment week (5 days) 
6b – Y3N8 Classic Literature The Iron Man (15 days) including 
transition unit 
 

 
  



 
Year 4 
 
By the end of Year 4, children should: 
 

Word Reading Apply knowledge of root words linked with spelling. 
Understand and apply the rules and guidance for adding prefixes 
and suffixes. 
When reading longer words test out and explore different 
pronunciations. 
To read,learn and understand the words from the year ¾ word list 

Comprehension As year 3 using a range of books with increasing depth and 
breadth 
Increase range of books read 
Identify themes and conventions in books 
Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 
Recognise different forms of poetry 
Identify and summarise main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph 
Justify inferences and predictions with evidence from the text 
Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to 
meaning 
Retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

Spelling Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than 
one syllable – forgetting/ forgotten, beginning/beginner 
Prefixes - sub, inter, super, anti, auto 
Suffixes that change words - ous/or/our, 
ian/ ion: t,s,ss,c,  
sion- division, invasion, confusion 
ation to change verbs to nouns – information, adoration, sensation 
ch – scheme, chorus, school 
ch – chef, chalet,  
gue/que – league, queue, plague 
sc – science, scene, discipline, fascinate 
possessive apostrophe 
Secure knowledge of homophones and near homophones 

Spoken Language Asks questions linked to topic, using language of possibility: 
should, could, would? 
Uses only vocabulary relevant to subjects, topics and tasks 
independently.  Uses specific vocabulary for effect, e.g. 
whispered, not said.  Can use subject-specific texts to find new 
vocabulary, e.g. embalming when writing about mummies. 
Can understand and explain feelings of self and others using 
because, so, in order to.  Can compare feelings of self to others 
using simple conjunctions, e.g. but. 
Can maintain attention and stay on-task for longer periods (20+ 
minutes).  Makes appropriate and relevant responses to 
questions.  Can sustain longer conversations staying on-topic. 
Can use some language of hypothesis and prediction, e.g. If I flick 
the switch, will the light turn on?  Can engage in imaginative play 
and take on specific roles in a given scenario, e.g. The Pied Piper. 
Can speak politely, clearly and audibly to peers and adults across 
the school.  Knows some ways to make speech more formal, e.g. 
knows to say pardon not what? 



Asks open-ended questions that engage listeners, e.g. why do 
you like adventure books? 
Considers the interests of others when presenting ideas.  Can add 
to or question the ideas of others. 
Prepare poems, plays and stories to read aloud, recite and 
perform, showing understanding  by varying voice and action. 

Handwriting & Presentation Increase legibility, speed, consistency and quality of handwriting. 
Begin to use a pen when ready. 

Composition Plan their writing by discussing the structure, vocabulary and 
grammar of a range of writing and by discussing and recording 
ideas. 
Draft and write by: 
Organising paragraphs in fiction and nonfiction 
Create settings, characters and plots 
Using a range of organisational devices such as headings and 
subheadings. 
Assess their own and others’ writing so as to improve meaning 
and effectiveness 
Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve 
consistency 
Proof read for spelling and punctuation 
Read aloud their own writing to a group or whole class using 
intonation and controlling tone and volume so that their meaning 
is clear. 

Vocabulary Standard English forms for verb inflections ( e.g. we were instead 
of we was) 
Create a wider range of expanded noun phrases 
Use verbs for effect 
Word Classes: Identify verbs, adverbs, nouns, adjectives, 
prepositions, conjunctions, determiners, pronouns and adverbials  
Terminology: determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial 

Grammar Know the difference between plural and possessive –s 
Add clarity and detail to sentences by adding fronted adverbials. 
Expand noun phrases by the addition of modifying adjectives, 
nouns and prepositions (e.g. the teacher expanded to the strict 
teacher with curly hair) 
Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within or  across sentences 
to aid cohesion and avoid repetition. 

Punctuation Use of comma after fronted adverbials 
Inverted commas for direct speech and using a comma after the 
reporting clause e.g. The conductor shouted, ‘Sit down!’) 
Apostrophes to mark plural possession 

Text-Types & Genres 
Example Texts 

Autumn One 

1a-Transition unit Iron Man (5 days) 
1a - Y4N3 Stories from other cultures (15 days) Cloud Tea 
Monkeys Mal Peet 
1b - Y4P1 Creating Images (5 days) Last Night I Saw the City 
Breathing Andrew Fusek Peters 
1c - Y4NF4 Persuasion (10 days) The Lorax 
 
Autumn Two 

2a - Y4NF1 Recounts (15 days) Tuesday David Wiesner 
2b - Y4N2 Stories set in imaginary worlds (15 days) Leon and the 
Place Between 



Spring One 

3a - Y4N4 Stories that raise issues or dilemmas 15 days The 
heart and the bottle 
3b - Y4NF2 Information Texts (15 days) China Information Texts 
 
Spring Two 

4a - Y4N1 Stories with historical settings (15 days) FArTHER 
Grahame Baker-Smith 
4b - Y4P1 Exploring Form (10 days) Jabberwocky Lewis Carroll 
4c – Y4N6 Drama into Writing Blodin (5 days) Michael Morpurgo 
 
Summer One 

5a - Y4NF3 Explanation (15 days) Varmints Helen Ward 
5b - Y4N5 Plays (15 days) The Day I Swapped My Dad For Two 
Goldfish Neil Gaiman 
 
Summer Two 
6a – Y4NF4 Non-chronological reports (15 days) Forces and 
Motion, from high speed jets to wind up toys  
6b – Poetry Anthology (5 days) I am a Poetato John Hegley 
6c – Y4N6 Older narrative (15 days) The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe C. S. Lewis 
 

 


