
 

 
 

Friday 5th December 2014  
 

Dear Goodrich, 
 

It has been another very busy week; the teachers 
are completing half termly assessments to 
measure the impact of this term’s hard work and 
classes are gathering in the halls each day making 
festive sounds in preparation for our Christmas 
assemblies. Here’s some of our news from this 
week and a selection of future events: 
 

School Council 
We have an excellent School Council again this 
year who have met each week throughout this 
term. Our focus this has been the development of 
‘Play Supporters’ (Year 5 & 6) and ‘Special 
Helpers’ (Year 3 & 4). The children have worked 
really well with our Learning Mentors and Midday 
Meal Supervisors during lunch time each day. 
Their enthusiasm and collective desire to make 
lunch time play enjoyable for everyone has made 
a real difference. They have also been observing 
and reporting both acts of kindness and behaviour 
which they consider to be bullying, in preparation 
for assesmblies which we are preparing for the 
whole school.  
 

Parking and driving around the school 
We have recently received a number of e-mails 
from local residents complaining that they are 
regularly blocked in their driveways and therefore 
unable to leave their homes to go to work. 
Understandably this is very frustrating for them. 
We are aware that parking at the beginning and at 
the end of the school day is difficult, however as a 
community we do have a collective responsibility 
to local residents and our decisions should not 
impact negatively upon them. Supporting us with 
this issue may mean setting off from home earlier 
and parking (considerately) in neighbouring 
streets and then walking your children to the 
gates. Additionally, we have noticed that when 
some drivers are made to wait because of 
congestion caused by double parking, they can 
become frustrated which leads to them driving 
erratically, making sudden and unpredictable  

 
 
manoeuvres. This is clearly dangerous for young 
children who may be crossing the road. Our 
priority is all children’s safety; please carefully 
consider your driving choices, particularly around 
the school.  
 

New Equipment in the Lunch Hall  
On Monday, we gratefully received new serving 
stations, glasses, clear plastic water jugs, small 
vases and fresh flowers from Harrison Catering 
Service, who provide us with lunch each day. The 
old serving stations were very tall and obstructive 
and therefore made eye contact between adults 
and children difficult, limiting most 
communication to hand gestures to indicate food 
choices. The new serving stations are designed to 
enable the staff to engage with the children much 
more easily, so children can communicate their 
food choices effectively. The new glasses and 
water jugs look more inviting and sparkling clean. 
The flowers were enjoyed by the children; many 
were overheard pretending that they were in a 
restaurant. We hope that our new improvements 
will help the children to enjoy their daily dining 
experience.  
 

Congratulations Goodrich Football Team!  
Our team has achieved two excellent results this 
week. The 1st Team achieved a 6-2 victory over 
Keyworth Primary School. The goal scorers were:  
Arthur (1), Steve (2), Kemar (2) and Rupert (1).  
The 2nd Team also achieved a resounding 9-1 
victory over Townsend Primary School. The goal 
scorers were: Daniel H (1), Oliver Saward (2), 
Oliver Skippings (2), Ben (1) and Harisis (2). Both 
teams played exceptionally well and both Jade 
and I (Mr. Dennis) were extremely proud of them 
all. 
 

Scholastic Book Sale  
Please be aware that there will be a Scholastic 
Book Sale (location to be confirmed) in the school 
on the 12th and 15th December from 3.15pm to 
3.45pm.   



Friends of Goodrich News 

This week has been very busy, we've been 
preparing for the Winter Fair tomorrow! We are 
really excited about it, there's so much going on 
including Santa and his Huskies, tombolas, the 
Silent Hamper Auction, our pop up Christmas 
Tree Shop, great games to play, cakes to be 
eaten, gorgeous live music from the school 
choir and general merriment to be had! There 
are also lots of shopping opportunities for 
Christmas presents too. We're looking forward 
to seeing you tomorrow between 2pm and 
5pm. We are accepting cash and cheques on the 
day!  
 

Parents are reminded that they are responsible 
for their children at all times during the fair.  
 

Thank you again for everyone who is 
volunteering tomorrow and to all of you who 
have donated items for the tombolas, home 
produce, jolly jam jars and the hampers. Please 
don't forget to bring your home produce for 
sale at the fair!  
 
Christmas Trees around the school  
This week you would have noticed the lovely 
Christmas trees decorating our school halls, 
these trees have been sustainably sourced from 
the Christmas forest in Dulwich so for every tree 
sold they donate to plant a tree in Africa.  
 

So far over 130,000 trees have been planted in 
Ethiopia, Burkina Faso and Mali changing lives 
for thousands of families. If you are not thinking 
of buying your Christmas trees at the School 
winter fair this year, the Christmas Forest in 
Dulwich is another great option. 
 http://www.christmasforest.co.uk/store-
locator       christmasforest.co.uk@xmasforest. 
 

Christmas decorations  
Thank you to all the nursery and reception 
classes for creating all the lovely decorations 
that are all around the school. Thanks to Janine 
Sabbagh for organising all the decorations.  
 

Christmas Carols and Mulled Wine - save the 
date  
Carols & Cakes Friday 19th December starting at 
the end of school at 2.30pm until 3.30pm. 
Mince Pies, Cakes, Mulled Wine, soft drinks, the 
Friends of Goodrich brass ensemble - come and 
enjoy a perfect end to 2014.   
 

This Elf Has Had Enough! 
Friends of Goodrich are excited to give nursery, 
reception and key stage 1 children a festive 
theatrical treat next week. On Wednesday 10 
December, local Children's theatre company, 
Stickybeak Theatre, will present This Elf Has Had 
Enough. Get ready for a fun filled, action packed 
adventure. Join Elvis the elf in his bid to save 
Christmas and get his best friend Ernie back into 
the toy workshop and not on the first plane out 
of Lapland. 
 
You can also watch the performance at The Ivy 
House in Nunhead on Tuesday 16 December at 
4.15, along with mince pies and mulled wine. 
Tickets are available on the company's website: 
www.stickybeaktheatre.com. A festive treat for 
all the family! 
 
Donations for Food Bank 
As the festive season gets underway, FoG are 
organising a Christmas collection for the West 
Norwood Food Bank, which supports families in 
our community. Every day, all sorts of people in 
the UK go hungry for reasons ranging from 
redundancy to receiving an unexpected bill on a 
low income.  
 
Foodbanks provide emergency food and 
support to people experiencing food poverty. In 
the last year, food banks fed just under a million 
people - a third of those were children. These 
numbers are increasing due to rising food and 
fuel prices, static incomes, underemployment 
and changes to benefits, affecting people all 
around us. 
 
If you would like to contribute, please add one 
of the following items to your shopping basket 
this week and drop it off at the box in reception: 
Full Fat Long Life Milk; instant mashed potato; 
tinned or packet custard; tinned potatoes, long 
life cakes; tinned sponge puddings, shower gel 
and soap. A small act of kindness can go a long 
way. Thank you. 

 
Have a great weekend everyone! 

 

Matthew Velada-Billson 
 

Assistant Head Teacher  
(Behaviour for Learning) 
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