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A school at 
the heart of 
the community
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Head’s  
welcome

Welcome to our school!
Last year was dramatic with a general election 

and endless cuts to budgets which are now 
beginning to damage schools. Nevertheless, 
our aim remains: ‘High Standards for all’ - and 
academic achievement is still our main focus, but 
we want to provide a well-rounded education of 
the highest quality. The school ethos is forward-
thinking, friendly and tolerant. We place great 
importance on Art, Music and PE alongside 
the core subjects of English, Mathematics and 
Science. Our broad and balanced curriculum is 
what is needed to effectively prepare children for 
life in modern Britain.

We want your children to really enjoy their 
time at Goodrich and by the time they leave to 
be equipped with a whole range of skills that 
they will need in later life. We aim to help all 
our children to feel comfortable and at ease with 
growing up, and to exemplify tolerance towards 
others. Above all else, we hope that they look 
back at their time in the school with a real sense 
of achievement and enjoyment. 

Best wishes, Craig Voller

From the Chair  
of Governors

For me this year, my twelfth year as a parent at 
Goodrich, marks the end of an era, as my youngest 
son will be leaving for secondary school.  All my 
children had a great time here and are enjoying 
secondary school , and it will be sad for us to leave 
Goodrich behind.

This is the year that austerity cuts have begun 
to kick in and we have had to slowly reduce staff 
and costs so as to manage with less. There is only 
so much you can cut before it begins to effect 
standards and we are therefore trying to think of 
other ways of fundraising alongside the traditional 
Summer Fair and other events which showcase the 
school’s wonderful community ethos.

Last year we were thinking of becoming an 
Academy, but then the election intervened  , and it 
was no longer easy to convert to Academy status 
as a single school ,so we have decided to stay as 
we are. Goodrich is a strong school and I am sure 
it will move into the future with confidence and 
success. Thank you to everyone over the years who 
have worked so hard to make Goodrich the special 
place it is.

Best Wishes, Richard Cottrell
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Key Stage 2 Combined Reading, writing and maths

2016 Key Stage One Percentages

% achieving in 
reading, writing 
and maths

Goodrich

% achieving the 
higher standard in 
reading, writing 
and maths

National

All pupils 
Goodrich

All Pupils 
National

Reading 
expected 
standard

Pupils 
eligible for PP 

Goodrich

Reading 
greater 
depth 

Writing 
greater 
depth

Mathematics 
greater 
depth

National 
(PP)

Writing 
expected 
standard

Mathematics 
expected 
standard

Progress  
& Standards

68

14 9

76

15

25

11

68 16 75 21

61

74

68

37

67

70 24 78 36

Progress
The government introduced new 
and harder tests and ended levels. 
Instead, children are given a scaled 
score with 100 as the expected 
standard. Those working at greater 
depth have to attain a score of about 
110.

Standards
We are proud to cater for a wide 
ability range, but the more able 
children attain particularly high 
standards in our school. Pupil 
Premium children are those in 
receipt of extra school funding in 
recognition of social disadvantage (a 
proxy for poverty).
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We recognise that a happy child is a child more 
likely to succeed in all areas of school life. To 
ensure that we care for our children effectively, 
alongside an interesting and broad curriculum 
, the school has developed ‘Sunshine Corner’, 
a pupil development centre. This is where we 
promote respect for all and equality; tackling 
any challenging behaviours, and taking action to 
ensure children can establish their own friendships 
confidently. The children also know they have a 
place to go to if things go wrong or if they just want 
to talk about something that is worrying hem.

Special Educational Needs are identified early 
at Goodrich. We have built up strong links with 
outside agencies to provide the advice we need to 
enable each child to work towards both social and 
academic independence. We have an experienced 
team in school and we work closely in partnership 
with Goodrich families. Provision can range 
from focused adult support in class for children 
with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC 
Plan) through to weekly phonographix tuition for 
dyslexic pupils or one to one tuition.

We focus on the well-being and progress of 
every child. We have high expectations of all 

our children. To make sure children achieve 
their potential we use a range of strategies 
to ensure challenge at an appropriate level, 
and provide support to overcome barriers to 
learning. Children with special educational 
needs are often catered for within their own 
class and, where useful, may be withdrawn for 
short periods to work with a specialist adult, 
individually or in a small group. Similarly, 
children who are identified as gifted or 
talented, demonstrating a particular aptitude 
in a curriculum area, will be given opportunity 
to extend their learning in class, and may have 
the opportunity to work on challenges outside 
the classroom. All children have equal access 
to the curriculum.

Different cultures, ethnicities and languages 
strengthen our school, preparing all children 
for the diversity of the world before them. 
Respect for the individual is at the core of 
our work for equality; addressing racism, 
homophobia and social or gender stereotyping.

At Goodrich, we emphasise what we have 
in common and celebrate what is different in 
our community. 

Inclusion is 
at the heart of 
Goodrich’s ethos
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Your 
opinions 
count

Children’s views

The statements with the most positive responses were 
“Adults explain to me how to improve my work” and “I 
learn a lot in lessons” (94%).  The top two were also the 
highest positive responses in the last two years. This 
highlights the focus on learning in the school.

One of the lowest scores was to ‘Assemblies make 
me think about how I behave to other people” with 
13% answering NO! This was also one of highest 
two in the previous surveys although this year the 
percentage was lower.

Over time the biggest changes  
were to three statements
Question  2011 2017 2018                            
   % YES!  % YES! % YES!   
 
Adults in school are 
interested in my views 65 74 82
 
Adults in my school 
care about me  77 86 91
Behaviour is good  
at my school  47 68 73
The top two things the children  
would like to change about the school

Category  No. of children %

Dinners/food/ 
lunch process  94  27.6
Outdoor play 
equipment  60  17.6

Parent/Carer views

The top three responses were
Question   % Agree/Strongly  
    or Agree

My child is happy  
at school.   100
My child is safe 
at school.   100
It is important that 
my child comes to school  100  
on time every day. 
The lowest scores were 
Question   % Disagree/  
    Strongly Disagree

My child receives appropriate
homework for their age.  13
The school encourages healthy
eating and supports this through 13
healthy lunches.   

Parents have opportunities to 
influence the schools future plans. 12
Parent/Carers wanted:

More local visits    18%
Better and timely information  10%
 
We will work on these issues in the year to come.

Every year we undertake 
a survey of the children’s 
views and also of parent/
carers of the school. This 
helps to inform the action 
plan for the coming year 
and is an important tool for 
school improvement.



11

School  
council

Our names are Mirai Wilson and Elliot Robbins 
and this year we have been Year Six School 
Councillors. Elliot and I have attended Goodrich 
since Nursery and we had always wanted to be 
members of the School Council, ever since it 
was introduced.  It was an honour to be elected 
by our classmates for this important role.  It has 
been a fantastic opportunity to demonstrate how 
trustworthy and responsible we can be.

We’ve learnt a lot while we’ve been at Goodrich, 
but our favourite subjects are English and P.E. My 
(Elliot’s) favourite subject is P.E. because I really 
enjoy running and being energetic. My (Mirai’s) 
favourite subject is English as I like to use my 
imagination and create wild stories. English also 
teaches me vital knowledge and skills which will 
help me in the future.  

Every fortnight, on Friday, we meet up and 
discuss what we think would make our school even 
better. We all share our ideas and then we talk 
about each one. Mr. Billson and Vanessa help us to 
discuss our suggestions and then we vote to decide 
which of them we will take further. This year our 
actions included raising money for Macmillon’s 
Cancer and WWF through an ‘own clothes and 
crazy hair day’, which was great fun and we raised 
a lot of money for charity.    

The School Council is important because it gives 
children a chance to make a difference in their 
school and in the future it will help anyone who 
serves the School Council to know that they can 
speak confidently about their ideas. The different 
projects we have led have taught us how good it feels 
to be trusted and to represent other children.

School Council teaches us that even though we 
are children we have still made a massive difference 
to our beloved school. It has taught us the value of 
self-confidence and that we have a right to speak up 
and be heard. 
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Outdoor learning

We have been running Forest 
School sessions with Reception 
children throughout the year, 
using the Nature Garden in 
Peckham Rye Park. Forest 
School is all about using the 
outdoor environment as a 
positive learning experience 
for children. Children are 

encouraged to take risks, work 
collaboratively, solve problems 
whilst being inspired by being 
in the outdoors. We have had 
very positive feedback from 
both children and parents /
carers who have accompanied 
us this year. We have run Forest 
School in sun, rain and snow!

We also have an allotment which 
continues to thrive. The front garden 
and the pond area are also valuable 
learning tools for science and 
creative writing.

We are continuing to develop the 
three large playgrounds with plans 
to redevelop the pergola area in the 
Quiet Playground.

Clockwise from left.
Forest schools encourage teamwork; 
At the allotment; Scooping  
water is a popular activity; 
Searching for minibeasts.
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Goodrich offers a rich curriculum 
with outdoor learning making up  
a significant part of this. As well as 
Forest Schools we offer educational 
trips to all children, ranging from 
class trips to London museums, to 
the Early Years visits to the farm,  
or the end of year 6 trip to the 
beach, paid for by our wonderful 
parents organisation FOG.

In addition, we offer a wide  
range of residential experiences 
including a week at Arethusa 
adventure centre on the River 
Medway in year 3, a week on the 
Nethercott Farm in Devon for year 5, 
a sailing week with outdoor pursuits 
on the Isle of Wight for years 5/6,and 
in recent years some children have 
been able to visit China. 

Educational journeys

Clockwise from right
All for one and one for all; Ready to enter the sailing boats; 
Kayaks; Bread making and cooking; Chickens at the farm;
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Educational 
journeys by 
the students 
and their 
parents 

Farms for city children:  
Lower Treginnis, Wales.

Lower Treginnis was an amazing experience for 
everyone who went there. We had lots of fun! I 
also did stuff I’ve never done before like milking 
goats and feeding pigs. The people were really 
friendly there and they made sure we were safe.

 On the farm, there was never a boring 
moment; there was always funny things 
happening like when we were trying to feed the 
pigs and they kept moving. When we were going 
to feed the goats, there was one big goat that 
urinated on himself to become more attractive 
and so in the end Mrs Devlin had to feed him. He 
tried to eat her hat and it was really funny.

Going to Wales really helped me to learn about 
farm life and I had a great time.

Taiwo 

I am very happy that both of my daughters went 
to Lower Treginnis farm In Wales for a residential 
trip. At first their dad and I were very reluctant to 
let them go away without us, but now we are very 
happy they went.

The trip was well organised by the school and 
the children were kept safe and well trained. In 
fact the trip really helped the children in so many 
ways. Their level of understanding improved and 
they seemed a bit more mature by the time they 
came back.

Taiwo did not stop talking about the trip for 
weeks and even now she still refers to some of the 
things that she experienced and learnt about on 
the farm.

In conclusion, I want to use this forum to 
advise parents that they should use this type 
of opportunity to let the children become more 
independent and to build up their confidence.

Lara Oyegunie 
(Taiwo and Kenny’s mum)

“We had lots of fun! I also 
did stuff I’ve never done 

before like milking goats 
and feeding pigs.” 
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UKSA (sailing),  
Isle of Wight.

Luckily for me I went to stay for a week at UKSA. I 
learn t a lot about water, especially how to sail on it. 

We were put into dorms with three other people; 
they were selected by each of us putting forward the 
name of one person we wanted to share a dorm with. 

We were never bored as they provided us with new 
activities every day. Some of my favourites were raft 
making and paddle boating (it’s harder than it looks). 

Each morning, we would wake up to a delicious 
smelling breakfast of eggs, bacon, hash browns and 
toast. Every one of us piled our plates high with the 
scrumptious food savouring every mouthful as we 
were hungry from all the action.

Some nights, we had spare time so making paper 
boats and having quizzes was great entertainment. 
One time we even raced the little boats on the water- 
my group beat everyone else’s!

I found the hardest task to be remembering the 
sequence for tying a piece of rope to secure other 
objects in knots. I think this trip gave me some life 
changing skills to help me in the future.

Sam 

Sam enjoyed every minute of his time at UKSA, 
except for maybe the early morning alarm call!

The days were filled with exciting water sport 
activities and the evenings with loads of fun 
entertainment for the kids, including a disco! There 
was definitely no time to miss home. I think it was 
much harder for me.

Sam has always loved the water, so this was a 
great opportunity for him to try out some new water 
sports and learn some new skills. I think he gained in 
confidence and independence from his experience, 
although somehow he has already forgotten how to 
make his bed! 

The staff were wonderful, the food plentiful, the 
entertainment second to none and overall UKSA was 
an invaluable experience. One which I am sure Sam 
will never forget.

Danni Mosley 
(Sam’s mum) 

“Sam has always loved the 
water, so this was a great 
opportunity for him to try 
out some new water sports 

and learn some new skills.” 
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Community
One of the strengths of the school is the strong feeling 
of community with a welcoming ethos. Please come and 
join in. We want everyone to feel valued. The school 
year is marked by a series of annual events, which 
children and families look forward to. 

Summer and Winter Fairs
The two main annual FOG events are the Summer 
and Winter Fairs where there are a range of stalls and 
activities for everyone to enjoy. A special feature of 
the Summer Fair is the Summer Show which offers an 
opportunity for all of you to demonstrate your skills 
in baking, growing and making. All the money raised 
goes to help the school and the community it serves

Goodrich Rocks
Any child can audition to perform at Goodrich Rocks 
as part of a group or as a soloist. The whole event is 
a joyous celebration of the school spirit.

Fun Run
The annual Fun Run is a great family event. A cup 
is given to the fastest boy and the fastest girl in 
memory of Dieter Cole who loved to run. This year 
Otis ( for the second year running) and Chloe won 
the trophies.
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Clockwise from left.
A star is  born; Fun Run: Summer 
Fair; Miniature garden; Potato Head: 
Summer show entry; Wheel of fate;  
Year 6 band. 
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Early Years 
Foundation Stage

Clockwise from top
Community Playchest blocks; Pouring; Phonics 

one to one; Reading together; Writing a story; 
Learning to ride a bike; Water play can include 

ice; Running a mud kitchen.

We provide a balance between play, teaching, 
provision and directed learning ensures children 
settle well and enjoy making progress. We work 
in real partnership with parents to form a strong 
community and sense of belonging from which 
each child can flourish. Workshops for parents are 
held regularly and we would like to invite you to 
attend. We view education as a partnership rather 
than a service, and working together accelerates 
each child’s progress. Home learning, especially 
daily reading is essential.

We provide a wide range of interesting 
activities so that children are encouraged to 
become active, independent learners, who are 
willing to explore and engage in a variety of 
experiences. There is a strong emphasis on the 
teaching of phonics and number. 

Children learn in a rich, safe and stimulating 
environment, with caring adults, who are dedicated 

to children’s well-being and individuality. We 
are committed to each child reaching their full 
potential. We believe that children learn best when 
pursuing their own interests.

Opportunities to apply their learning are 
also provided through a flexible, topic based 
curriculum which integrates the seven areas of 
learning and development. The key areas are 
Reading, Writing and Personal development, but 
there is a wide and rich curriculum which covers 
all seven areas of learning.

This last year we have been continuing to develop 
the outdoor area as learning space in partnership 
with Chelwood Nursery and Teaching Alliance. This 
is going to continue this year. When we have asked 
the children what they like most about being outside, 
many have said that they want somewhere to run 
really fast and also somewhere to hide away with 
their friends.

At Goodrich we aim to provide our children with the 
very best start to their learning journey. Indeed, the 
Early Years in school lay the foundation of all to come. 
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Our goal is to encourage children to feel passionate about 
reading and writing. We want children to be inspired by 
the authors they explore, and the themes and characters 
they meet. Spelling, grammar and punctuation are taught 
explicitly as well as through texts, but spelling is our 
focus for the near future. Between the year groups, we 
also have transition units which start at the end of July 
but are carried over to September. 

We have our own curriculum which revolves around 
key texts for each unit of work. We teach children to 
love English, to read and write to a very high standard 
and for pleasure. We also teach them to speak to a range 
of different audiences and to listen well and with skill. 
Last year, we introduced a new handwriting scheme, 
Magic Link, which led to a dramatic improvement in 

the quality of handwriting , improving the facility and 
speed with which children write and making their 
handwriting much more attractive and legible.

All the reading books in the school are colour coded 
(each colour signifies a different level of difficulty which 
relates to national standards) and each child progresses 
at their own pace. Books are sent home every day and the 
expectation is that parents and carers will read at home 
with their child and discuss the texts together.

You can help at home by making sure that your child 
reads every day and writes for a real purpose (e.g. writing 
letters to grandparents or keeping a diary or writing a 
thank you note, not just emails).

Next year we want to focus on Drama and 
continuing to improve spelling across the school. 

English language remains the most important subject in the 
primary curriculum, the gateway to all other subjects. This 
year we have been working on ensuring progress in writing by 
focusing on what each child needs to do in order to improve the 
quality of their work and also on starting to improve spelling. 

English
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Clockwise from top.
Writing requires key skills and imagination; Editing work 
is a key skill; Reading comprehension; Writing can be 
sustained over several days; Applying phonics to a new text; 
The most effective marking is that done with the child.
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“ Goodrich doluptate vent be-
riae por as id qui que volup-
tas es iunduciducia nam vo-
lorum si odis.”
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Clockwise from above. 
Reasoning about 
shapes; Presentation 
is a key skill; Listening 
and rehearsing to key 
teaching; Time to think 
independently; Mental 
maths; Teaching 
partitioning; Telling 
analogue time is still 
important; Problem 
solving requires a 
good knowledge of 
timestables; Applying 
knowledge.
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Our curriculum was written by Nigel Bufton, the 
ex-HMI in charge of mathematics for England, who 
regularly works with the school to improve teacher 
subject knowledge. The key six concepts for each year 
group have been identified which form the irreducible 
core of mathematical knowledge that will enable pupils 
to make accelerated and sustained progress. Bespoke 
half termly tests, enable us to assess for learning and 
give the children valuable experience in developing 
endurance, reasoning and resilience.

We aim to provide children with a mathematical 
education that is taught in an enjoyable and practical 
way. We use ‘real life’ experiences so that children 
are encouraged and challenged to understand the 
importance of applying maths skills to solve problems. 
Many children now say mathematics is their favourite 
subject. The new national curriculum is about 70% 
number and it is essential that children learn their 
number bonds and times tables off by heart. Each 
year builds on the previous year’s concepts and this 
curriculum, alongside better teaching, leads to strong 
progress. The more able children in particular attain 
very high standards (four times the national average 
for those working at greater depth).

As well as developing speaking and listening in 
mathematics, our curriculum has a good balance 
of calculating, solving problems, reasoning about 
numbers and applying knowledge. Children are 
given lots of opportunities to discuss their methods 
and encouraged to use the appropriate mathematical 
language. Mental mathematics is an integral part of 
every lesson. Practice, speed of recall, rehearsal and 
reasoning are essential if children are to become 
confident and skilful with numbers.

How can you best help your child?
Make sure they know number bonds to 20 and their 
times tables off by heart (and related division facts).

At Goodrich we teach Mathematics every 
day and achieve very high standards.

Mathematics
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Our science teaching encourages our pupils to 
develop ways of discovering for themselves and 
gives them practise in problem solving. As their 
knowledge and understanding increases and 
they become more proficient in using scientific 
equipment and collating and interpreting results, 
they become increasingly confident in reaching 
conclusions based on real evidence.

At Goodrich we provide a balanced programme 
of science education for all year groups, all year 
round and our pupils achieve very high standards. 
The science teaching at Goodrich is engaging 
and relevant to pupils needs; it encourages their 
active participation both in lessons and through 
independent research beyond the classroom. 

Children acquire and develop scientific skills 
through the teaching of focused half termly science 
topics, which have been developed with the support 
of Gary Granger, Primary Science Adviser. As pupils 
build up a body of key knowledge and concepts, they 
are encouraged to recognise the power of rational 
explanation and further develop their sense of 
excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena. 
Science is fun and practical!

Science

Science creates a sense of awe and wonder along 
with the urge to discover and explain the world 
around us. Our science provides the foundations 
for understanding the world through the specific 
disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. Our 
teaching of science develops pupils’ natural interest 
and curiosity about the world in which they live, and 
fosters in them a respect for the environment. 

Clockwise from Below: Beginning to engineer structures; 
Observing in the garden; Testing a prototype; Awe and 

wonder at the natural world; Problem solving; How does 
dough become bread? Some changes are reversible some 

irreversible;  Which design will go furthest?
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Music

Children benefit from a range of opportunities with 
every day singing and class music lessons. There 
is a wide range of instrumental lessons including 
classical guitar, recorder, brass, violin, flute, and kit 
drumming during and after the school day (some of 
these involve a cost to parents).  We regularly send 
children on many musical trips and performances 
to experience the amazing musical heritage that our 
city has to offer.

Children in Years 2-4 follow a music course based 
on Kodaly Musicianship training which works largely 
though singing and rhythm with the child initially 
making themselves the instrument. Core materials 
are multi-cultural and include a repertoire of songs, 
games and dances.

All children in Years 5 & 6 focus in depth on 
instrumental work. In Year 5 we study the recorder 
and its repertoire and have an upcoming performance 
with the famous violinist M. Bochmann in the Water 
City Music concerts in Borough. In Year 6 children 
focus on Xylophone Band, Samba Band and African 
djembe courses. There are also after school keyboard 
classes and a large and enthusiastic choir for KS2 
children with performances throughout the year. 

Recent events have included performing in front 
of 2,500 with the City of London Choir at the VSO 
Christmas Concert at Westminster Central Hall and 
forming the stage choir for The Fire of London at the 
Cadogan Hall with the RPO.  We also take part in the 
annual Thames Festival Kid’s Choir held at The Scoop 
next to City Hall every September.

We have strong links with the Southwark Music 
service and our Year 6 students have performed at the 
Southwark Music Service Percussion Festival held at 
the Clore Ballroom, Southbank Centre for the last three 
years. Our drummers also played with the RPO during 
the Classical Roadshow’s Zambezi Tales in 2017. In 
the same year, all year 6 children participated in a 
spectacular and memorable Southwark Splash concert 
How High the Moon in the Royal Festival Hall.

All children from years 2-6 have the opportunity to 
hear an orchestra live every year, either at the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra’s Brightsparks concerts held 
at the Royal Festival Hall on the Southbank or the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra’s Classical Roadshow 
concerts held at the Cadogan Hall. Trips in the last 
year have also included The Gruffalo’s Child and The 
Battle of Britain.

Goodrich school is pleased to engage three music 
specialist teachers.  Mr Pix is in overall charge of 
music and he works with Years 5 & 6 whole class 
music, KS2 singing assemblies, the school choir 
and Keyboard Club. Mr Dunlea works with Years 
2-4 whole class music and classical guitar lessons 
and Miss Jackson works with Reception, Year 1 
and KS1 singing assemblies. All children attend 
weekly singing assemblies and sing a wide variety 
of songs and receive weekly class music lessons as 
part of the school curriculum.

Clockwise from above
Singing together; Keyboards; Correct 

fingering on the guitar; Rhythm games; 
Playing an instrument together; Solo 

instrumental tuition.
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Physical 
Education

This year we have won over 15 trophies. Over the last 
four years Goodrich has won 58 competition trophies 
and we have represented Southwark in 12 London 
Youth Games against all the other London boroughs in 
such sports as football, tennis and athletics. This year, 
there have also been long term Dance residencies with 
Shobana Jeyasingh contemporary dance and the Royal 
Ballet.  Core skills for every child every day at school 
still remains our main focus.

The government gives ring-fenced funding which can 
only be used for PE and this is supplemented by the 
school to provide for a full time PE teacher, Mr Dennis, 
who teaches all classes. He has concentrated on basic 
skills along with improving overall fitness, and takes the 
teams for inter-school competitions.

There is a wide range of physical activities at Goodrich, 
including swimming, team games, athletics, tennis and 
gymnastics. This year there was a focus on dance with 
a project in year 3 with the Royal Ballet, and a long term 
residency for the whole year with professional dancers 
from the Shobana Jeyasingh modern dance company 
which culminated in a performance. 

Special events include Sports Day, one of the favourite 
days of the year for some children and families. There is 
also an annual Fun Run where parents and children run a 
set course around Peckham Rye and there are trophies to 
be won. Year 6 also have the opportunity to go sailing for a 
week’s residential on the Isle of Wight. 

We have continued to work with our catering company 
to improve school lunches and we offer free fruit to every 
child. There are parent and child together lunches whereby 
families can come and sample the lunches with their child 
and the School Council meet with the catering company to 
give feedback. 

Clockwise from above
Team games; Cardiovascular activity 
is key; Jumping requires propulsion; 
Chinese martial arts; Trophy cabinet; 
Table tennis at playtime.
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OFSTED commented January 2017 :  
“Artwork around the school is often stunning.’’

Art and 
Design

This is one of the most popular subjects amongst 
the children and adults alike. Our scheme of work 
which was written by our retired Art expert Rosemary 
Bignell, fosters links to other subjects, and facilitates 
progression in the processes of drawing, painting, print 
making, textiles, clay and sculpture. Drawing is the 
key skill that needs to be taught and all the units start 
by drawing from first-hand experience. The quality of 
teaching and learning in Art at Goodrich is outstanding 
with very high standards attained.

Displays of artwork around the school are strong 
and help children feel pride in their work. The school 
places an emphasis on the use of colour through the 
double primary system, which allows children to make 
every colour by mixing and blending using a set of 
eight colours. This is taught and is in use from the 
nursery upwards to year six. Alongside this is a focus 
on vocabulary so children can review and evaluate their 
work at the end of each unit, and which they can then use 
during visits to galleries when describing and discussing 
the work of great artists and of other cultures.

One of the features of Art in the school, is that we have 
an on-site kiln; one of very few primary schools to do so. 
This allows the children the opportunity to develop clay 
and 3D modelling skills, which they do across the year 
groups; building on their skills each year. The children 
work on their designs from their original first-hand 
drawings and continually develop as they work. 

Sketchbooks are used to collect information and for 
use when working on location. Professional and high 
quality materials enable children to develop skills. Whilst 
exciting homework art and design projects, which can 
involve the whole family, help the children to have a 
greater understanding of each unit.

Art enables children to explore and understand the 
world around them, and to depict it as they see it. Through 
Art and Design, they are able to express their own 
feelings and develop imaginative ideas,  which supports 
their learning across all subjects. 

Clockwise from top
Making prints from drawings of houses in the local area; 
Inking the print; Drying the prints; Using the double 
primary system; Self-portrait; Tudor pastels; A critical 
friend; Papier mache; Drawing with chalk.
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Friends of 
Goodrich

All are welcome to both enjoy the events in 
themselves and, if they are able, to help in any way 
you can from baking cakes for sale to organising 
the FUN run T-shirt competition. We are fortunate 
to have such an effective organisation, working to 
support the school through a wide ranging series of 
events such as the Summer show, Goodrich Rocks and 
the brass band at the end of term and many more!

Anyone can become a friend of Goodrich. 

FOG events are promoted on www.friendsofgoodrich.
com and you can become involved or contact them on 
friendsofgoodrich@gmail.com. Different parents take 
the lead on different events and volunteers are always 
welcome.

Last year FOG raised £20,000 for the school. The 
biggest amount went on subsidies for school trips to 
the beach for Reception and Year 6, and also towards 
bursaries for the Nethercott and Arethusa residential 
trips for those who could not otherwise afford to go.

Each class also has a parent representative who 
helps to disseminate news and information. They also 
feedback concerns to the teachers, and FOG come up 
with ideas about how to improve the school such as the 
playground markings and new playground equipment. 

http://www.friendsofgoodrich.com
http://www.friendsofgoodrich.com
mailto:friendsofgoodrich@gmail.com
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High
Standards
for All
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