
 
 

Friday 14th September 2018 
 

 Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Goodrich School Journeys 
We are really pleased at Goodrich to be able to 
offer our children several 
residential trips during 
their time at Goodrich. 
Today sees some of our 
Y6 children return from 
the UK Sailing Academy in 
Cowes on the Isle of 
Wight. They have 
participated in a range of 
water sports activities 
and no doubt have had a 
brilliant week.   
 

For Parents of Y3 children there are still places 
available for the Arethusa Adventure Centre trip 
going in January 2019 (Monday to Friday). The 
cost of this trip is approx. £280 and bursaries are 
available for qualifying families. If you would like 
a place for your child, please contact the school 
office. Sadly this will be our last visit here as their 
funding has changed and they are no longer 
offering school residentials after March 2019. We 
are looking for similar venues for the future. 
Our annual Y5 trip to Farms for City Children in 
Devon is currently full for this year. 
 

School Nurse 
Our NHS school nurse service at 
Evelina London has created a new 
text message system for parents 
to contact them directly for help 
with a range of things. A small 
card will be sent home with their 
details so keep it in a safe place. 
 

Medication 
We are still awaiting medication for children and 
even with reminders, these have not been 
returned to school. If your child requires 
medication in school, please return it on Monday 
with the permissions forms completed. We are 
unable to give your child another child’s 
medication should they become unwell so please 
return medication back as a matter of urgency.  

 

Goodrich Poetry 
One of our very talented Year 6 pupils, Tia Ayoub-
Richards recently had a poem submitted to the 
Betjeman Poetry Prize competition, a national 
event which publishes young writers. We thought 
you would enjoy reading her splendid entry: 
Ocean’s Heart 
You are a giant swimming pool, full of mysteries 
There are all sorts of names for you 
But, pirates called you The Seven Seas -  
You are filled with precious treasure, but, as time 
goes on 
You’re getting thicker 
All because of our nasty litter-  
You’re such a lovely place, but, our litter is taking 
up so much space, 
We kill your magnificent sea creatures, even 
though 
There are so many breeds, with different 
features- 
We swim in you, we play in you, but, you barely 
ever mind 
Yet, look at all the fish in you, around them so 
entwined 
Our litter and our plastic 
It chokes their very souls, 
As they go past us, oh, look at those poor shoals! 
The centre of the ocean’s heart is the most 
polluted area, 
For your fish and sea creatures it’s such a terrible 
terror- 
You are a very important part of our lives 
And you’re tremendous fun 
So, let’s all love the ocean’s heart 
Since there’s only one 
By Tia Ayoub- Richards in Class 27 
 

Little Princess Trust Fundraising 
Mia in Class 14 told her parents a while ago that 
she would like to grow and donate her hair for 
charity. Mia had learnt about people who have 
lost their hair as a result of cancer treatments 
and wanted to have hers cut so that people could 
make nice wigs for them so they can feel better. 
It took a few months to get it all long enough and 
she had it cut off just before the summer 
holidays.  
 
 
 
 



Mia has donated her hair to the Little Princess 
Trust as well as raising £330 in donations. Well 
done Mia for supporting such a good cause. 
 

Goodrich Nature Club 
We are happy to inform you that Goodrich School 
has its own Nature Club run by pupils in Class 15. 
At the Summer Fair in July, the Nature Club ran a 
stall and raised £50. We used the money to buy 
some bird feeders and a bug hotel for the school 
grounds. As you come through the main school 
gate you will see the bird feeders hanging from 
the big tree above the steps. The bug hotel is 
going to be positioned on the large tree next to 
the fence in the school allotment. In the future, 
look out for more nature friendly features around 
the school.  
By Maxim Alexandre (Class 15): Nature Club 
Founder. 
 

Wanted: Spare Wellies and waterproofs please   
Do you have any wellington boots, waterproof 
jackets/trousers that your children have grown 
out of and that are still in a reasonable condition? 
We need some for Goodrich Forest School so 
thanks in advance for contributions.  
Please send to the office in a bag, 
marked with FOREST SCHOOL. We are especially 
looking for junior size waterproofs. 
Thank you. 
Clare Grady and Ashley Bishop 
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Thank you – FoG volunteers 

A big thank you to Ali Birtwell, who has 
organised FoG children’s events for a number of 
years now, and is going to take over managing 
FoG’s social media accounts and website from 

Matt Osborne. Big thanks to Matt who has 
carried out this role on the Committee for five 
years. 

If you’re on Facebook or Twitter please do ‘like’ 
or follow us – we post lots of information about 
events and competitions on there. And don’t 

forget to visit our website 
(www.friendsofgoodrich.com) too. 

Huge thanks too to our outgoing class reps 
Adelle Bond (class 3), Tamsin Chmielowska 

(class 7) and Tracey Mathieson (class 18), and 
to the parents who will be taking over the role in 
those classes: Sophie Dignan (class 3), Ivana 

Mitic (class 7) and Dani Mosley (class 18). 
 

FoG Committee meeting 
Come along to our next meeting – 8pm Tuesday 

18 September at the Herne Tavern – to find 
out what plans FoG has for the autumn term. As 
a parent or carer of a child at Goodrich you are 

automatically a member of FoG, so everyone is 
welcome. We hope to see you there. 
 

Winter Fair and Summer Fair organisers 
The FoG Committee is looking for people to 
organise our Winter Fair and Summer Fair. 

Organising these two events is a lot of fun and 
works well with a group of parents or carers 
doing it. Please email us 

(friendsofgoodrich@gmail.com) if you’re 
interested. Thank you   
 

Winter Fair Raffle 

We’re also looking for someone to help Alison 
organise the Winter Fair raffle. Please email 
Alison (alison_stace@yahoo.co.uk) if you can 

help. Thanks 
 

Macmillan coffee morning 

Make a note in your diary of the next annual 
Macmillan coffee morning at school in the Lower 
Hall between 9 and 10am on Friday 28 

September. Any donations of homemade or 
shop-bought cakes are most welcome – please 
drop them off on the day. See you there. 
 

FoG AGM  
We’ll be talking about how much money FoG has 
raised and how it has raised it at our AGM on 

Tuesday 2 October in the Lower Hall from 
7.30pm for an 8pm start. Come along to meet 
us, have a drink and find out what FoG has been 

doing the last year and what is planned for next 
year.  
 

SAVE THE DATE 
TUESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER FoG Committee 
meeting, Herne Tavern, from 8pm 

FRIDAY 28 SEPTEMBER Macmillan coffee 
morning, Lower Hall, 9am 
TUEDAY 2 OCTOBER FoG AGM, 7.30 for 8pm, 

Lower Hall, Goodrich 

 
Have a wonderful weekend! 

Cathy Devlin  
Deputy Headteacher for Teaching & Learning 
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