
Reception  Autumn 1 - Ourselves 
Key text 
Harry and the 
Dinosaurs go 
to School 
 
So Much 
 
The Three 
Little Pigs 
 
The Little Red 
Hen 

   
  

 Areas of learning 
Personal 
social 
emotional 
development 

Communication 
and language  
 

Physical  
development 
 
 

Literacy 
 
 
 

Maths 
 
 
 

Understandi
ng the world 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

Develop 
confidence in 
speaking in a 
familiar group 
  
Make new 
friendships  
 
Form positive 
relationships 
with adults 
and children 
 
 

Listen to others 
one to one or in 
small groups 
 
 
Retell/recall a 
simple event in 
the correct order.  
 
 
Build on 
vocabulary  

Move 
confidently in 
different ways 
 
Understand 
tools and 
equipment 
need to be 
used safely.  
 
Develop 
handwriting 
 
  

Hears and 
says the 
initial sound 
in words 
 
Writes own 
name and 
other things 
such as 
labels 

Selects the 
correct 
numeral to 
represent 1 to 
5, then 1 to 10 
objects 
 
Estimates how 
many objects 
they can see 
and checks by 
counting  

Show care 
for their 
environment 
 
Talks about 
family and 
events that 
are 
important to 
them  
 
 
 

Experiments 
with different 
media and 
materials. 
 
Joins in 
favourite 
songs 
 
Engages in 
imaginative 
roleplay 
 

Activities 
Acting out stories…Going on a Bear Hunt 
Creating story maps, making puppets, painting, drawing and writing …portraits, shopping lists, labels, etc 
Music, Playing and exploring instruments. Sings, dance 
Counting, candles on cakes, dinosaurs in the sand. Talking about family and similarities and differences 
Circle time, joining in with favourite stories. Turn taking games  
Climbing outdoors, bike role play 

Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception  Autumn 2 - Seasons 
Key text 
Non-fiction 
texts -Autumn 
and festivals 
 
Gruffalo  
 
We’re Going 
on a Bear 
Hunt / Lion 
Hunt 
 
Stick Man  

    
  

 Areas of learning 
Personal 
social 
emotional 
development 

Communication 
and language  
 

Physical  
development 
 
 

Literacy 
 
 
 

Maths 
 
 
 

Understandi
ng the world 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

Play co-
operatively, 
taking turns 
with others.  
 
Confident to 
speak in a 
familiar group 
 

Retell/recall 
events in the 
correct order.  
 
Listen attentively 
in a range of 
situations  

Move 
confidently in 
different ways 
 
Understand 
tools and 
equipment 
need to be 
used safely.  
 
Develop 
handwriting 
 
 
 
  

Describes 
main story 
settings, 
events and 
principal 
characters 
 
Hears and 
says the 
initial sound 
in words 
 
Writes own 
name and 
other things 
such as 
labels 

Selects the 
correct 
numeral to 
represent 1 to 
5, then 1 to 10 
objects 
 
Says the 
number that is 
one more than 
a given 
number 
 
Shows 
awareness of 
similarities of 
shapes in the 
environment 

Talks about 
family and 
events that 
are 
important to 
them  
 
Children talk 
about past 
and present 
events in 
their own 
lives  
 
Learn about 
different 
cultures and 
celebrations 
 
 
 

Begins to build 
a repertoire of 
songs and 
dances 
 
Explores the 
different 
sounds of 
instruments 
 
Constructs 
with a purpose 
in mind  

Activities 
Create diva lamps for Diwali,  
Counting to 20, match numeral to a set of objects 
Exploring clay, colour mixing using paints and chalk pastels 
 

Events 
Autumn Walk to Peckham Rye ParkChristmas show 

 

 

 

 



Reception Spring 1   Topic: Toys 
Key Texts  
 I Love You Blue 
Kangaroo 
 
Where’s My 
Teddy? 
 
Information 
Texts About 
Chinese New 
Year and 
Winter 
 
Bumpus Jumpus 
Dinosaurumpus 
 

 

               
 
 

 Areas of learning 
Personal social 
emotional 
development 

Communicat
ion and 
language  
 

Physical  
Development 
 
 

Literacy 
 
 
 

Maths 
 
 
 

Understan
ding the 
world 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

Talk about how 
they and others 
show feelings, 
talk about their 
behaviour. 
 
Be sensitive to 
others’ needs 
and feelings. 
 
 

Listen to 
others and 
respond 
appropriatel
y. 
 
Express 
selves 
effectively, 
using 
correct 
tenses. 
 
 
 

Handle 
equipment 
and tools 
effectively, 
including 
pencils. 
 
Talk about 
ways to keep 
healthy and 
safe. 

Demonstra
te 
understand
ing when 
talking 
about what 
they have 
read. 
 
Write for 
different 
purposes. 

Place 
numbers in 
order and 
say one 
more or 
one less. 
 
Solve 
problems 
including 
doubling, 
halving and 
sharing. 

Select and 
use 
technology 
for a 
particular 
purpose. 
 
Talk about 
features 
of their 
environmen
t. 

Explore a 
variety of 
materials, 
tools and 
techniques. 
 
Use media and 
material in 
original ways, 
thinking about 
use and 
purpose. 
 

Activities 
Sharing, role playing on a familiar theme 
Writing for different purposes eg. shopping lists, stories, labels, recipes 
Counting objects, adding and subtracting with objects and using shapes to make pictures and models. 
Climbing, balancing, riding bikes and scooters, using tools and jugs to pour. 
Using class computer, IWB and other technology eg. cameras. 
Using chalk pastels or paints to make teddy or toy pictures. 
 
Events:  

January: New Year and Chinese New Year – January 28th  

 



Reception Spring 2   Topic: Transport 
Key Texts  
Oi! Get Off Our 
Train! 
 
Whatever Next! 
 
Naughty Bus 
 

 

                  

 Areas of learning 
Personal social 
emotional 
development 

Communicati
on and 
language  
 

Physical  
development 
 
 

Literacy 
 
 
 

Maths 
 
 
 

Understan
ding the 
world 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

Try new 
activities and 
talk about 
what they like. 
 
Be confident 
to speak in a 
familiar group. 
 
Work as part 
of a group. 
 
 
 
 

Listen to 
stories, 
anticipate 
key events 
and make 
relevant 
comments or 
questions. 
 
Answer how 
and why 
questions. 
 

Move 
confidently 
in a range of 
ways. 
 
Safely 
negotiate 
space. 
 
Hold a pencil 
correctly. 

Use 
phonics to 
decode 
regular 
words and 
remember 
some 
‘tricky’ 
words. 
 
Use phonic 
knowledge 
to write 
words. 
 

Count 
reliably 
with 
numbers 1-
20. 
 
Say one 
more or 
one less. 
 
Add or 
subtract 
single digit 
numbers 
using 
objects. 

Children 
talk about 
events in 
their lives. 
 
Understan
d 
similarities 
and 
difference
s between 
themselves 
and others. 
 

Sing songs, 
experiment 
with musical 
instruments, 
dance.  
 
Experiment 
with colour, 
design and 
texture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities 
Turn taking games and small group work. 
Shared, guided and individual reading. 
Drawing pictures, writing tickets, making maps, books. 
Counting and calculating using objects and number lines. 
Making maps, designing and creating models. 
 
Events – Visit to London Museum of Transport- date to be confirmed. 
March: World Book Day  
March/April: Easter 

 

 

 



Reception Summer 1  Topic: Living and Growing  
Key Texts  

 

    
   

 Areas of learning 
Personal social 
emotional 
development 

Communication 
and language  
 

Physical  
development 
 
 

literacy 
 
 
 

Maths 
 
 
 

Understandin
g the world 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Play cooperatively 
Show sensitivity 
to other’s ideas 
and take account 
of their feelings. 
Say why they like 
an activity more 
than another one. 
Say when they do 
or don’t need 
help. 
Work as part of a 
group or class and 
understand and 
follow rules. 
 
 
 
 

Answer how and 
why questions. 
Use past, present 
and future forms 
effectively. 
Develop their own 
narrative and 
explanations. 

Know the 
importance of 
good health, 
exercise and a 
healthy diet and 
talk about ways 
to keep healthy.  
Move confidently 
in a range of 
ways. 
 
 

Read and 
understand 
simple 
sentences. 
Use phonic 
knowledge 
to decode 
regular 
words and 
read and 
write  them.  

Add and 
subtract 2 
single digit 
numbers. 
 
Use language 
to talk about 
size and 
weight. 
Compare 
quantities and 
amounts.  
 

Talk about past 
and present 
events in their 
own lives. 
 
Know about 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to living 
things. 
 
Select and use 
technology for 
particular 
purposes. 

Experiment with ways 
of changing songs and 
dances. 
 
Explore colour, texture 
and form. 
 
Represent their own 
ideas through thoughts 
and feelings, role-play 
and stories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Activities 
Story maps. 
Hot seating and role playing stories. 
Making props to retell stories. 
Talk about healthy eating and sort foods into healthy and unhealthy. 
Dressing and undressing for PE. 
Improving the garden area outside. 
Planting and growing seeds.  
Labelling items. 
Nature display. 
Measuring with rulers and cubes and other non-standard measures. 
Drawing growing plants and keeping a bean diary. 

Events 
 

 



Reception Summer 2  Topic: Down by the Sea  
Key Texts  

 
     

       
 
 

                    
 Areas of learning 
Personal social 
emotional 
development 

Communication 
and language  
 

Physical  
developme
nt 
 
 

literacy 
 
 
 

Maths 
 
 
 

Understandin
g the world 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Adjust their 
behaviour to 
different 
situations. 
 
Take changes of 
routine in their 
stride. 
 
Confident to 
speak in a 
familiar group. 
 
Play co-
operatively and 
take turns. 
 
 
 
 
 

Develop their own 
narratives and 
explanations by 
connecting ideas or 
events. 
 
Follow instructions 
involving several 
actions. 
 
Give their attention 
to what others say 
and respond 
appropriately. 
 
 

Know the 
importance of 
physical 
exercise. 
 
Talk about 
ways to keep 
healthy and 
safe. 
 
Handle tools 
effectively.  
 

Read and 
understand 
simple 
sentences. 
Use phonic 
knowledge to 
decode regular 
words and read 
and write them.  
Write simple 
sentences with 
some words 
spelt correctly 
and others 
plausible. 
 
Read common 
irregular words. 
Demonstrate an 
understanding 
of what they 
have read. 

Explore 
characteristi
cs of 
everyday 
objects and 
shapes and 
use 
mathematical 
language to 
describe 
them.  
Solve 
problems 
including 
doubling, 
halving and 
sharing. 
 

Select and use 
technology for 
particular 
purposes. 
 
Talk about 
features of their 
own immediate 
environment and 
how environments 
might vary from 
one another. 
 
Know about 
similarities and 
differences 
between 
themselves and 
others and among 
communities and 
traditions. 

Sing song and make 
music. 
 
Safely use and explore 
a variety of materials. 
 
Represent their own 
ideas through role-play 
and stories. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Activities 
Playing turn-taking games 
Talking about the beach trip. 
Writing about the beach trip. 
Story maps. 
Hot seating and role-playing stories. 
Improving the garden area outside. 
Counting shells.  
Drawing shells – observational. 
Beach and sea side display. 
Pirate day. 
Making treasure maps. 
Following instructions to find treasure. 
Compass directions and position. 

Events  Pirate day! Beach trip! 

 


